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- The Power Read - 
• Natural gas: France has the largest onshore gas shale play in Europe.   
• Coal: China, a major producer and exporter of coal, is now importing coal from Russia. 
• Renewables: The "hottest" energy technology in Norway is offshore wind.  
• Markets: The top EV auto manufacturers are GM and VW; the least committed is Toyota. 

  

- News from the Society - 
  
- On October 17, 2022, AES will publish the Hydrogen SME Watch List, a global directory of thought 
leaders shaping the next energy-tech revolution. Members receive the entire report for 
free. Contact us for more information. 

  
 

- Fossil Fuels - 
  

- Oil - 
  
- The top RD&D energy technologies among oil and gas super majors, by number of patents and sector 
applications. (Note: the higher the grouping the more advanced the investment. For instance, "Shale" 
and "Digital" technologies receive more investment capital, and "Gas/LNG-Marketing" receives the 
least.)  
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- Natural gas -  
  
- Onshore shale natural gas basins in Europe (all assessed basins, including those with and without 
capacity estimates). Note: the largest European shale basin is in France, though the French and the rest 
of the EU have banned frac'ing. The UK may lift its ban. 
  

   

 

- Coal and mining - 
  
- China is a major producer and exporter of coal; however, Russia discounted its coal prices so 
much that China is now importing cheaper Russian coal and stockpiling its own. The lowest price 
of coal in the region is $210/ton from Australia's Newcastle port, but Russia's discounted price is 
$150/ton. Indonesia has responded to the price war by discounting its coal prices below Russia. 
 

- Carbon capture and removal - 
  

- The three largest DAC (direct air capture, aka "carbon") projects in development: 
• “Mammoth” by Climeworks (Iceland)  
• Occidental 1PointFive, by Occidental and Carbon Engineering (Texas, USA) 

• Project Bison, by CarbonCapture and Frontier Carbon Solutions (Wyoming, USA) 

 

 

No- / Low-Carbon and Renewable Energy 
  

- New trends in distributed solar and residential PV: 
• Pairing storage+solar in residential PV systems has increased 10% y/y;  
• Winter Storm Uri led to an increase in paired solar+storage systems in Texas (adoption rose 3x 

and 6x in regions affected most by the storm);  
• Solar+storage does best where there are net metering rules   

-  

https://www.eia.gov/analysis/studies/worldshalegas/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/08/20/chinas-july-russian-coal-imports-hit-5-year-high-as-west-shuns-moscow-.html?&qsearchterm=coal
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b9362d89d5abb8c51d474f8/t/6193e2536bb8037c44a7139a/1637696060921/Carbon180+ENG+FactSheet+GeologicStorage.pdf
https://climeworks.com/news/climeworks-announces-groundbreaking-on-mammoth
https://www.1pointfive.com/worlds-largest-direct-air-capture-plant-in-the-texas-permian-basin
https://www.carboncapture.com/project-bison
https://emp.lbl.gov/tracking-the-sun/
https://www.energysociety.org/


- The biggest battery in the world is the integrated system in 
California. For most of the year, the batteries help stabilize the grid, 
but this summer the system helped California get through its most 
extreme September heat and greatest power demand in history.  
  
  
 

 
 

- Insert (below): US federal spending on clean energy (broadly conceived), by 
administration/decade. Note: spending/expenditure data unavailable for 2018-2021. 

  

  

 

  

- The top 5 "hottest" RD&D energy technologies in Norway (95 total projects assessed; evaluations 
include CVC investments, projects by clusters, etc.) 

1. Offshore wind 

2. CCUS 

3. Hydrogen (production/distribution) 

4. Batteries/Storage 

5. Geothermal 
- Related, the 6 "hottest" energy-tech topics in the US (according to AES data): 

1. CCUS (holding steady) 

2. Offshore wind—West coast (holding steady) 

3. Storage (surging)  
4. Natural gas (holding steady) 

5. Hydrogen (holding steady) 

6. Small modular nuclear reactors (fading) 

  

- France has 58 operating nuclear reactors, but 
the country may nationalize the entire sector 
due to substantial financial losses. Insert 
(below): gross electricity production 
by nuclear power, by EU Member states. 

 

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-09-13/california-electric-grid-batteries-heat-wave-september-2022
https://rmi.org/climate-innovation-investment-and-industrial-policy
https://www.norwegianenergysolutions.no/
https://www.energysociety.org/join.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/France-Prepares-To-Nationalize-Its-Struggling-Nuclear-Industry.html
https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-profiles/others/european-union.aspx
https://www.energysociety.org/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-09-13/california-electric-grid-batteries-heat-wave-september-2022
https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-profiles/others/european-union.aspx


- Energy Policy & Geopolitics - 
  

- Beltway buzz - 
  

- There are more new renewable energy projects under NEPA review (National Energy Policy Act) than 
fossil fuel projects. However, all projects (renewable and fossil) are stuck in a time-consuming permit 
review queue (most of these project proposals are for midstream and transmission infrastructure). The 
applications have to successfully navigate lengthy procedural hurdles, onerous bureaucratic rules, 
redundant and conflicting federal regulatory requirements, and constant environmental and legal 
challenges. Consider, for instance, that a NEPA environmental impact review, just one of many steps, 
takes about four years to complete and usually costs millions of dollars in legal fees. 
  

- The US Senate, which has sole authority over all treaties, just (finally!) voted in favor of the 2016 Kigali 
Amendment to the 1987 Montreal Protocol. The Kigali Amendment phases out a class of super-
polluting HFC chemicals used in air conditioners and refrigerators. More than 130 countries signed on 
to the amendment. Note: despite the Kigali Amendment, HFC emissions have been increasing as a result 
of substantial unreported production. 
  

- The US DoE Office of Fossil Energy, which was in charge of developing more effective ways of 
producing hydrocarbons, is now the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management and is also 
responsible for helping to clean up the industry. 
  

- The Biden Administration uses $52/ton as its "Social Cost of Carbon." A comparison of SCC by 
presidential administrations: 

• Obama administration:  $51/ton  
• Trump administration:     $1/ton 

• Biden administration:    $52/ton (approved as per the decision of the SCOTUS) 

- Related, a recent peer-reviewed paper has determined that the more accurate social cost of carbon 
is triple the Biden Administration's estimates. 
  

- California recently passed about 40 energy, climate, and sustainability bills into law. For instance:    
• AB 1279: Establishes in law a net carbon neutrality target for California by 2045 and directs the 

California Air Resources Board to implement strategies that enable carbon dioxide removal and 
carbon capture utilization and storage technologies as part of the effort to achieve that goal.  

• SB 905: Creates a program for carbon capture removal utilization and storage that has a variety 
of policy and regulatory components to enable these projects and technologies to be deployed 
in California. 

- Global energy politics -  
  

- OPEC members are about 1.4 million bpd behind the cartel's quota and will remain below production 
projections for the next few months. Note: Nigeria (OPEC) and Russia (OPEC+) are the least productive, 
respectively. 
 

 

 
- Climate and Sustainability - 

  

- This is usually the peak of the extreme storm season, but until recently, it had been exceptionally 
quiet. And then, major storms arrived in Alaska, Puerto Rico and Dominican 
Republic, Pakistan, Japan, Florida, and ... Canada. 
  

https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/3646246-us-climate-goals-are-achievable-if-we-can-get-the-permits/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/energy/want-green-energy-cutred-tape/2022/04/21/147bbf38-c173-11ec-b5df-1fba61a66c75_story.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-019-13899-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-019-13899-4
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/21012022/china-super-pollutant-emissions/
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/office-fossil-energy-and-carbon-management
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2021/04/01/social-cost-of-carbon/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/26/politics/supreme-court-social-cost-of-carbon-ruling-climate/index.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-022-05224-9
https://www.eenews.net/articles/calif-governor-signs-40-climate-related-measures/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1279
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB905
https://www.argusmedia.com/en/news/2371991-opec-fell-358mn-bd-short-of-august-quota-delegates
https://arstechnica-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/arstechnica.com/science/2022/09/this-should-be-the-absolute-peak-of-hurricane-season-but-its-dead-quiet-out-there/?amp=1
https://www.yahoo.com/news/alaska-storm-could-bring-worst-140424218.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/19/weather/hurricane-tropical-storm-fiona-monday/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/19/weather/hurricane-tropical-storm-fiona-monday/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/08/30/pakistan-flooding-underwater-monsoon/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/raining-never-thousands-flee-typhoon-130608622.html
https://www.foxweather.com/weather-news/tracking-ian-florida-tropics
https://www.yahoo.com/news/powerful-hurricane-fiona-roaring-bermuda-040723901.html


- About one third of all tree species are near extinction (or about 17,500 unique tree species are 
endangered). For context, that is about double the number of all threatened tetrapods (mammals, birds, 
amphibians, and reptiles). 
  

- The 3 most sustainable universities (as measured by 17 "impact" areas): 
• University of California, Irvine (US) 

• Université de Sherbrooke (Canada) 

• National Taiwan Normal University (Taiwan)  
- A graduate student in Environmental Psychology at Colorado State University is conducting a study on 
climate impact messaging and needs volunteers to fill out a very short online survey about household 
appliances. 
  

- Recent measurement of CO2 concentration at the Mauna Loa Observatory: 

 

 

 

 

- Research and Markets - 
  

- OPEC is on pace to collectively earn $842 billion in revenues from oil exports in 2022, the most for 
the group since 2014; annual revenues will be nearly 50% higher in 2022 than in 2021 (all adjusted for 
inflation).  
  

- In the last five years, the US has exported more liquefied natural gas (LNG) than any other country 
and has more export capacity than any other country. Note: The US began exporting LNG in February 
2016. 
  

- Of the top 10 auto manufacturers, Toyota is the least committed to EVs (less than 1% of total sales); 
GM and Volkswagen are the most committed. 
  

- Railroads are about four times more fuel efficient than long-haul trucks and six times more fuel 
efficient than large shipping vessels, all things equal.  
  

- Piezoelectric composite fibers produce electrical energy through the piezoelectric effect of 
movement, allowing energy harvesting technologies to recycle energy wasted or consumed in everyday 
life.  
 

- Patagonia founder Yvon Chouinard has given control of all voting stock of the 
company to a trust and a nonprofit, with all future profits donated to fight 
climate change. 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.sciencealert.com/scientists-studying-earths-trees-issue-a-stark-warning-to-humanity
https://www.aashe.org/sustainable-campus-index/
https://colostate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e2oD29eC4JQQTye
https://gml.noaa.gov/ccgg/trends/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53739
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53719
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/13/why-toyota-the-worlds-largest-automaker-isnt-all-in-on-evs.html
https://fm.cnbc.com/applications/cnbc.com/resources/editorialfiles/2022/09/08/AAR-Rail-Shutdown-Report-September-2022.pdf
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2021/08/maritime-shipping-causes-more-greenhouse-gases-than-airlines/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S221128552200297X?via%3Dihub
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/15/1123104499/patagonia-founder-climate-change
https://gml.noaa.gov/ccgg/trends/
https://www.energysociety.org/


- Charm uses plants to capture CO₂ by converting biomass into a stable liquid 
that can be pumped deep underground. Individuals can purchase the carbon 

sequestration service for about $50/month. Note: Charm has already sequestered more than 5,000 tons 
of CO2. 

  

 

 
- Electricity & Power - 

  

- The carbon intensity of US power generation is falling (-18% in the last 5 years), mainly due to a shift 
away from coal and toward natural gas and renewables. However, seven states have increased the 
carbon intensity of their electricity supply (light grey). Insert: change in carbon intensity of power 
generation, by state (2016-2020), in pounds of CO2 per megawatt hour. 

  

 

- About 24% of US utility-scale electricity generation comes from renewable sources. (For comparison, 
it was about 21% for the same time period last year.)  
  

- In 2020, energy consumption declined by a record 7.5% in the US, mostly as a result of the pandemic. 
The states that had the largest declines tended to have significantly less energy used in transportation. 
Also of interest: 

• Alaska was the only state where energy consumption increased in 2020; 
• In Hawaii, energy consumption dropped 24%, the largest decline of any state;  
• In all states except Hawaii and Alaska, more motor gasoline is consumed than jet fuel. 

  

- Even if the grid were entirely fueled by coal, 31% less energy would be needed to charge EVs than to 
fuel gasoline cars.  
  

- Recommended resource: Google’s Environmental Insights Explorer (EIE) collects building data for over 
4,000 new cities and regions globally.  

 

 

- Universities in the Spotlight - 
  

- The American Nuclear Society honored five students from Boise State. 
  

- Researchers at West Virginia University have studied how oil and natural gas activities 
have altered the region's landscape.   
  

- The MIT Energy Initiative recently released the Future of Energy Storage study. 
  

https://charmindustrial.com/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53819
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53779
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53119
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2022/08/electrifying-transportation-reduces-emissions-and-saves-massive-amounts-of-energy/
https://insights.sustainability.google/
https://www.boisestate.edu/news/2022/08/16/american-nuclear-society-honors-five-boise-state-students/
https://www.davis.wvu.edu/news/2022/05/19/a-changing-landscape-wvu-researcher-discovers-how-oil-and-natural-gas-activity-alter-w-va-streams-from-the-ground-up
https://energy.mit.edu/research/future-of-energy-storage/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=53819
https://www.energysociety.org/


- Breakthrough Electrolytes for Energy Storage (BEES) is an EFRC at Case Western Reserve that 
specializes in energy storage system power densities. 
  
  

 

- Spotlight: Second Chance Books from Energy Today ... Energy 
Justice, by Jesse Van Gerven (Butler University). 
 
 
 
    

 

 
- Quotes - 

  

But what does that mean...? 
  

"Our world is addicted to fossil fuels. It's time for an intervention." 

- UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

  

"The new [US DoE] Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management has a very long list of policy 
priorities.... In the near- and mid-term they will support development of technologies for fossil fuels, and 
long-term goals will focus on technologies that reduce emissions." 

- Daniel Bresette, executive director for the Environmental and Energy Study Institute 

  

"The pre-war situation with abundant, cheap fossil fuels is not coming back.”  
- European Commission Vice President Frans Timmermans 

  
  
  

- Bulletin Board - 
Reach 135,000+ readers with your message. 

Members of AES can post an announcement for free! Contact us for more information. 
  

- Honeywell's Sustainable Building Technologies (SBT) is hiring for a global Senior Director Solutions 
Architect.  
  

- RSVP to virtually attend the Breakthrough Institute conference, Ecomodernism 2022: Deregulating 
Abundance, on Oct 3 - 4.  
  

- On Oct. 18 and 26 and Nov. 3, AASHE will host “The Urgency of Now," a global conference on 
sustainability solutions in higher education.  Contact us for a discount code or a special rate for a full 
conference pass. 
  

- Don't miss the Climate Partnership Playbook by the State of Green (Denmark). 
  

- Clearpath has completed a white paper that examines the development of wind power in Iowa, the #2 
wind state in the US.  The study highlights proponents and advocates of the industry and its plans to 
expand in the future. 
  

-  Unearth is a dynamic Mobile GIS that connects assets, data, and field teams for critical infrastructure 
providers. Start your free trial today. 

  

- Ubiquitous Energy, a leader in transparent solar technology, is developing energy generating windows 
and door products. 
  

https://engineering.case.edu/research/centers/breakthrough-electrolytes-for-energy-storage
https://energytoday.energysociety.org/
https://www.energysociety.org/join.html
mailto:meggie@energysociety.org
mailto:travis@energysociety.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20submit%20news%20to%20the%20new%20AES%20Bulleting%20Board
https://honeywell.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/1/home/requisition/367617?c=honeywell
https://honeywell.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/1/home/requisition/367617?c=honeywell
https://thebreakthrough.org/articles/ecomodernism-2022-live-stream-registration
mailto:meggie@energysociety.org
mailto:ansel@energysociety.org?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20the%20AES%20H2%20SME%20Watch%20List
https://stateofgreen.com/en/publications/playbook-how-to-engage-the-private-sector-in-climate-action-plans/
https://clearpath.org/reports/hawkeye-state-headwinds/
https://www.unearthlabs.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/andersen-corporation-and-ubiquitous-energy-announce-plans-to-develop-first-energy-generating-windows-and-doors-without-aesthetic-compromises-301607738.html?tc=eml_cleartime
https://www.energysociety.org/


- Orrick has a recorded webinar on the Inflation Reduction Act, with emphasis on hydrogen. 
  

- Sunrun, a residential solar and battery storage installer in the US, has partnered with Ford to launch a 
new home electric vehicle (EV) charger that is compatible with any EV model. 
  

- If you have data but not the talent or staff to make it valuable, please consider the proSkale platform—

it helps organizations manage and invest their data ... like cash. 
  
  

 

- In case you missed it - 
  

Energy Today "You Say You Want a Revolution?" 
 
 

  
  

 

 

 

- Gratitude - 
  

AES would like to recognize our sponsors — our catalysts for change. 
For more information about the many benefits of sponsorship contact AES.   

  
Much thanks to our newest sponsor/partner: 
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https://energytoday.energysociety.org/


 

Contact information 

  

The American Energy Society 

AES LinkedIn Group 

AES introductory video 

Contact the editors about the Society or this issue of Energy Matters. 
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